
TRAVEL
Sundown NP

DownTiMe
For a peaceful escape among the wildlife, while giving the 4X4 a solid work

JOHN McCANN recommends Sundown National Park in SE Queenslanr
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NO the hlnocuiars to
it close to the IDC*IS

trrd ighi was .just beginning
to pierce through the rips
of the voung cypress pines
as I negoriattd the steep,
stony trill above the camping

ground. Stopping to- catch ro , breath for
a few minutes hesi de, art old barbed-wire
fefCo. I :lowly scanned the surinurlding
area with my binoculars in the hope of
sighting some %V l lrll i te.

It didn't take very long for rite first
animal to appear. A large black male
+vall-rrrrar hopping alt}wly down the hill
towards the river seemed oblivious to my
presence until i1 carne to an abrupt halt
within lOm of where I was standing.

Our eyes locked for few moments but
tuirhhi11 seconds it turned to the left and
bounded quickly away, leaving me that
much richer for our bier encounter.

Whether you are looking for cause-up
i tteractions with native wildlife, trarl-

S

quit bush camping or CxC.iiiitg [tff-road
advenntres in some of southeast
Queensland's most rugged terrain, its
hard to gn pasi Sundown National Park.

Sit uatedontheQldiNS W border 2Si}km
southwest of itri,bane. Sundown NP
htis been enticing visitors ever since the
area was first gaxetted a nariiinai park
about 27 guars ego. The 16,000ha park
w'CC formed after the Queetisland gov-
ernment boughs 41111 Iho leases on three
frarmer uneconomical grazing properties
Iii at had been badly degraded h} sheep
for nearly 13{1 years.

When I first visited Sundrnwn NI' 23
years ago many of Iho.cteCp slopes were
devoid of vegeliition, compared to the
rhick stands of ironhark-s and cypress
pine which tower much of the park today.
Much of the credit for this change can
be attril-iuted to the dedication and hard
work of the resident ranger.

There are two ways to reach Sundown
NP. The first and most popular is the
so.rciterrl entrance, which is also
accessible to conventional vehicles,
ltinrthern access, an the urhtr hand, is
via a rough-rocky 4X4 track that'll test
the driving skills of even 1 he most arcicnr
off-road enthusiast.

Visitors app to aching fronitha Erisbane
tilde can reach Rruadwxtkir C" MjVi TIP, area
at the southern end by turning off the
New England Highway at Stanrhnrpe,
unto the Texas-Glenlyon Dam road, and
folkwirbg it for 75km to the park bound-
ary. If y41u'rc coming frernl NSW, turn left
off the New England Highway unto the
8ruxner Highway just north of 1'enttir-
h eld, and follow it tot about 47km until
you see the turnoff to Sundown N1.

Broad carer wnteldhac tobCpnoof the
Most thtoughtfully set out campgrounds
itt (rrf=.urrslarncl, with each of the large

I Ilk 0 lit f- YT 1; Vid 1 '11PI-7 R- "Y IAM
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Deep ruts could do serious
damage to your vehicle

nurn hered sites having its own fireplace
it ritl being separated from adjoining sites
by a low log ferice. Firewo,oc] is provided
near the central toilet and shower block.

Birdlife near the camping area is
prolific: and, with more than 1211 species
being so far identified. Sundown NP has
become jtu'reasingly popular with bird
watchers. The wide variety found in the
park has a l01 to dii with its location
making it a meeting point for coastal and
inland species.

the nark has only a couple of shut[
hikes which start near the end of the
camping arch. beading up the Severn
Rivur Gorge, More adventurous hikers
who have a toot] map and compass - or
a GPS - can venture much further afield
and camp cwernight in the park's more
remote area,.

if you do decide to venture rsff the
beaten track leave a nose aI the ranger's
nffler. dist-ribingyttur intended destina-
two and approximate Iitne Of reiurn-

This is important, especially if You are
hiking alone as I hole is always [lee chance
you cnukrl dip and injure yourself.

To reach the park's 4X4-only northern
sect ion, tutu off the New England High-
way at the village of Ballandcari 2 km
south of 5tanthnrpe- The area around
Rallandean is one of Queensland's larg-
est wine producing areav hint, if you have
the time, it is well worth visiting a couple
of these wineries.

The first 4km after leaving the
highway takis you through pictur-
esque vineyards along a narrow bitu-
nien road hefire it ends at a cattle
grid ai ;hc entrance to Sallandean
Station. Settled hack in 1840 by Rnhert
Mackenzie, Ba]lendean was Srrtcc orte
of the largest properties in the district.
The western ,,eclirtn now forms par[ of
Sundown NP,

Once over the grid, the track heads
straight until your reach a side rrac'k u n
the right with a sign ro Sundown. From
here, a reasonably good gravel trru:k
meanders[ hruugh Ballancic.sin furanethet-
Rkin anti] it errives at a cl1e;eil site which
is the Onlrartce in the national park.

AIt er closing ihr_ gate behind you, fill
[tit \--Our self-rr-gi.tration permit fur the

time %rou in, erid to camp here - the cast
1s $4 pe,r person a night.

Allow voul_s ell' around two hours to
get down to Burrows Warerhole camping
area From here. 3]trrt't make the mistake
of u-ving Ill rush the journey as the track
+luit-kly deteriorates irrrrn a rci ky trail
with deep ruts irr places where you could
-,Grinirsly damage '.your vehicle.

On some Of 'lie flat, open ridgetops the
well iurnrcd track may encourage faster
driving. However, it's aasy tar suddenly
arrive at a -,harp bend and find you're
back on a rutted track, which iri 1)kaces is
so tight, with a -,Coop IIrop vne side, its too
narrow for an oncoming vehicle in pass.
Either vehicle will have to reverse back
into one atf the track's small cuttings.

Rood Rock Gorge would have to he one
of the most prUrrunent features in the
ncuIhertt part of Sundown NY, Since the
gorge turnoff is only Skin into the park,
its hest visited on the way down to the
camping area-

I-'rorrt tt fthvtographic point of view, mid
Irr late afternoon is praltahly the best
time for getting gu{ad pictures, as the
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Sundown National Park i5
located 25tJkin southwest of Brisbane.

Casts are 54 per person
a nigtit.There is no tieed Co Book, except
during the typically busy Easter and the
Christ!iia'INew Year holiday period.

You can camp iii the park's remote
northern section =4-only) Or at
Broadwat,er carnping area (Wt showers
included) in the park's southern section.

Rgg A
scenery and four-wheel driving, bird
watchitig, bushwalkinq inn camping.

Sundown NP ranger
an 02 6737 5235 Queensiand National
Parks on p7 3227 $185 or check the web
at www.env.gId,goc,au,

lie ma's South Fast Qoeenstand
and Heina's RoadAtlas adequately cover
the area required.

sun bathes tilt rdking nrange.culour rd
cliff; with a golden gir.iw. I)iti'I forget to
bring soma binoculars, so you can check
011E some of the inered;ble hirdlife that
Sundown is farnt]uti for.

The last cuplo rrf kilometres down
to Burrows Waterhole are very steep
and should lw negotiated with extreme
care-visitors, can set up their tent at any
of the shaded camping spots along the
Sr.vern River. While it's possible to get
down ua iturrnwsWaterhole towintiart off-
road camper- frailer, most people Pvc met
wliu've done it say the dr:fma and hassle
involved just arcrt't worth the eifurl.

Nights along the river cast be magical
with thoutiands of stars filling thc skies.
The only sounds t hilt you're likely to hear
art' the haunting calls froiii a hoohook
owl or a loud plopping noise in the wafer
from a jumping fish, lie very careful walk-
ing arromid after dark - make sure you are
carrying a tomb-

When there's plenty of wafer in
the river, this section of the Severn is

excellent for canoeing or just drifting
along on o rubber mhETri:xs. Even though
there are no designated walking rraiis,
,tree can rock-hop ihrwu the river in the
morning Iriutkitig for wiIdlife.

While eastern grey kangaroos arc fairly
common near the camping ground. you
have to travel luriher away from human
activity to see species mich as wallarous
and reel-necked and swamp wallabies.

if there are too many people camp-
ing at furrows Waterhole, drive. (back to
Reedy Waterhulce,To get there. head back
uep tItu main track for abi.nii 2km until you
see the sign net the left printing towards
Reedy Waterhole. This camping area is a
further 1.:3krn downhill towards I he river.
I) on't attempt this track after heavy rain
or when towing a campt'r-trailer, as it's
extremely steep and can be very slippery
in places.

While school holiday pv.rinds can be a
bit busy, ouisidu i here Limes Suntlown NP
provides all you need for a peaceful bush
escape frctm the ran race=
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